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^- . .. By JOSEPH VOLZ and FRANK VAN RIPER 
Washingon (News Bureau)— J., Edgar Hoover's FBI. conducted 
. v monumental investigation into the assassination of President Ken 

ro^Tn^® n,* 1 ? 0 was fi * htin * a bitter bureaucratic battle to retain 
rafficmlJSSS aV ^ ^ <* ^ticism, ne wly released 
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Hoover, then at the height of his 
•power as FBI director^ personally di- 
rected the JFK investigation, and was 
reluctant to have the bureau’s efforts 
overshadowed by a spevial presidential 
> commission. 

? Although President Johnson shared 
Hoover’s reluctance,- according to the 
documents. Johnson ultimately named 
the commission and appointed Chief 
Justice Earl Warren to hzd it. The War- 
ren Commission, whose findings leveled 
criticisms at fhe FBI and the Secret 
y: Service* concluded that Lee Harvey Os- 
swald was the sole assassin of Kenned v. 
Vr The 40,000 pages of FBI documents, 
•so-called “raw” files rarely seen by the 
general public, were released Wednes- 
day under the Freedom of Information 
Act. Although names of informants and 
other apparently sensitive bits of infor- 
mation were wxcised, the documents af 
ford 



J. Edgar Hoover”* first impre**tona of- 
thm OMomooinriom of John F. K.nn.Jy 
U * rr * apparently correct. Sea today”* - 
Capitol Staff by fame* Wjmgbart 
page 42. 

Seemingly relentless, the bureau . 
whose methods have come under sharp j 
criticism in the 14 years since Kennel 
dy^s death — tracked down hundreds of 
leads regardless of how bizarre or fruit- 
less they appeared to be. 

It tracid down, for exanmle, the 
hobo who scrawled Oswald's name in- 
side a railroad box car. It interviewed a 
long distance telephone operator who 
thought she overheard conversations 
about the assassination. It sifted hun- 
dreds of supposedly private recores 
from telephone and teleograph compa- 
nies. employment agencies and the like. 






a rare glimpse ot ho w 'th«~FBl 1 ° £ten ’ the Laiormatlon was supplied by 
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a “friendly* source In the firm, ro by 
someone so moved by Kennedy’s mur- 
der that he or she willingly divulged | 
the information to authorities. 

Concerned with its investigation, the 
FBI also was concerned with covering 
itself. It was not above putting ghe 
President of the United States “on the 
spot” to protect the bureau's image for 
thoroughness. C 

In January 1564. tile records reveal- 
ed, the FBI wanted to get Johnson on 
record as saying that the bureau had no 
data before the assassination regarding. 
Oswald that would have given a due* 
that Oswald was a potential a«a««in ; 
The FBI had been aware of Oswald*! 
knew that he was in Dallas, and even i 
had interviewed Oswald’s Russian -born 
wofe, Marina. 

A Letter to the President | 

The vehicle for Johnson’s • planned 
remarks was to have been a reply to a; 
letter the President received from 
Dallas photographer, MAL (Pat) Mur-; 
phee, urging Johnson to publicly* 
exonerate the Dallas police for the ac- 
tions following the Kennedy assassina- * 
tion. 

The White House asked the FBI to 
prepare a response on behalf of the 
President. 

The FBI-dfafted reply stated that 
“the FBI has continually and promptly 
advised the Secret Service of all infor- 
mation in its possession indicating a 
potential daneer to the n-r fc»s 

family. The data the FBI had prior to 
Nov. 22 gave absolutely no clue that he 
(Oswald) was a potential assassin.” . r 

Assistant FBI Director .Alan Bel- 
mont, in suggesting the letter’s word- 
ing. noted to superiors that “the Pr es*-< 
dent may feel that we are putting Man 
on the spot by including these two sea-t 



dances even though we regard them- as, 
truthful and accurate.” It was not dear 
fronv 'he FBI documents released yes- 
terday whether Johnson ever sent the 
letter to the Dallas photographer. - 



